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This standard aims to provide a framework for ensuring the health and safety of staff and students
Aims undertaking any University work away from University premises. This could be elsewhere in the UK or
overseas.
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1999/3242/contents/made
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Reference documents and

All fieldwork, including transport and travel
arrangements, is planned and organised so as to
minimise the risks to the health and safety of staff and
students. This should consider the range of risks
detailed in the sector guidance on fieldwork produced
by USHA and UCEA.

Heads of Department,
Principal Investigators,
Academic Supervisors of
students

more information

USHA Sector Guidance

Planning processes should take into account any other
non-health and safety legislation or statutory
requirements that might apply.

Heads of Department,
Principal Investigators,
Academic Supervisors of
students

Where Fieldwork takes place outside the UK, then
reference should be made to published Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO) travel advice for the
destinations to be visited.

Planning and organisation of all fieldwork includes takes

account of specific risks to any individuals that may be
taking part. These risks could be related to an
individual’s age, gender, sexuality, ethnicity or other
characteristic or due to the current physical or mental

Heads of Department,
Principal Investigators,
Academic Supervisors of
students

Overseas travel safety
guidance

Overseas travel risk
assessment checklist
Reference may be made to
ISO 31030:2021 for
Managing Travel Risk

health of a participant and may be context dependent.
Contextual considerations could include cultural norms
in the research location associated with the topic being

researched, or characteristics of the researcher or
research subjects or a mixture of each of these factors.

It would also include consideration of risks to new and
expectant mothers and to infants and unborn children.

Control measures, including any reasonable adjustments
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https://www.usha.org.uk/guidance-documents/
/guides/overseas-travel-safety-guidance/
/guides/overseas-travel-safety-guidance/
/publications/overseas-travel-risk-assessment-checklist/
/publications/overseas-travel-risk-assessment-checklist/
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/afghanistan/local-laws-and-customs
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/afghanistan/local-laws-and-customs
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/afghanistan/local-laws-and-customs
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/afghanistan/local-laws-and-customs
https://usha.org.uk/images/stories/files/guidance-documents/MASTERUSHA_Safety-in-Fieldwork-Guide.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/advice-for-women-travelling-abroad
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/advice-for-women-travelling-abroad
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-transgender-foreign-travel-advice
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-transgender-foreign-travel-advice
/publications/overseas-travel-risk-assessment-checklist/
/publications/overseas-travel-risk-assessment-checklist/
/corporate-information/international-travel-for-staff-and-students-on-university-business/
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
/publications/overseas-travel-risk-assessment-checklist/
/publications/overseas-travel-risk-assessment-checklist/
/corporate-information/travel-and-expenses-policy/
/corporate-information/travel-and-expenses-policy/



http://www.bath.ac.uk/publications/procedure-for-responding-to-significant-incidents-overseas/attachments/procedure-for-responding-to-significant-incidents-overseas.pdf
http://www.bath.ac.uk/publications/procedure-for-responding-to-significant-incidents-overseas/attachments/procedure-for-responding-to-significant-incidents-overseas.pdf
http://www.bath.ac.uk/publications/procedure-for-responding-to-significant-incidents-overseas/attachments/procedure-for-responding-to-significant-incidents-overseas.pdf
http://www.bath.ac.uk/publications/procedure-for-responding-to-significant-incidents-overseas/attachments/procedure-for-responding-to-significant-incidents-overseas.pdf
http://www.bath.ac.uk/publications/procedure-for-responding-to-significant-incidents-overseas/attachments/procedure-for-responding-to-significant-incidents-overseas.pdf



https://usha.org.uk/images/stories/files/guidance-documents/MASTERUSHA_Safety-in-Fieldwork-Guide.pdf

Information on the nature of the hazards identified and the control measures to be adopted must be communicated appropriately to all leaders and

participants.

Dynamic risk assessment is commonly required in the field as unexpected conditions emerge, including active management of incidents and emergencies.
Appropriate training should be provided before the trip to ensure leaders and participants can make and carry out decisions appropriate to their level of

responsibility.

# Possible factors to consider

Required control measures

Factors relating to the participants
Participants with disabilities.
Consider:

Mobility difficulties

Visual difficulties

Hearing difficulties

‘Hidden’ disabilities

Mental health problems
Pre-existing medical conditions
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Foster a culture where people with disabilities are able to disclose their disability
Requires specific consideration of the individual's capabilities and the support available.
Assessment should be undertaken in consultation with the individual concerned.

Revised 28/02/2022draft


/corporate-information/child-protection-and-safeguarding/



/corporate-information/international-travel-for-staff-and-students-on-university-business/

# | Possible factors to consider Required control measures

Factors relating to accommodation and subsistence

1  Where practical, use authorised accommodation booked through University Travel providers (Clarity)

1 Ensure that all party members familiarise themselves with the emergency evacuation procedure and
8 | Accommodation and subsistence escape routes

f  Drinking water / food safety — eat in recognised restaurants and avoid un-boiled water and raw foods
where necessary

Factors relating to health and safety hazards posed by any aspect of the research

1 Site-specific and activity-specific risk assessments should be conducted as part of the planning
procedure. This may identify a need for specific safety equipment e.g. throw-lines.
Physical hazards:
1 Countryside / wilderness environment: e.g.
9 extreme weather; mountains and cliffs, quarries,
marshes and quicksand; fresh or seawater.
1 Urban environment
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‘ # ‘ Possible factors to consider Required control measures

14 Manual handling of equipment i
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[Insert name of trip / activity]
Risk Assessment Record



mailto:shew@bath.ac.uk

7R\ UNIVERSITY OF
&) BATH

Use the table below to identify potential hazards and risks associated with your aid in completing the risk assessment. Some Hazards
may have the potential to cause more than one outcome. Each significant potential outcome associated with a specific hazard will
need to be identified on the assessment form.

Potential outcomes

Examples of potential hazards (things that can cause harm) to be considered (type of harm caused)

10
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/guides/overseas-travel-safety-guidance/
/publications/overseas-travel-risk-assessment-checklist/
mailto:shew@bath.ac.uk
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Risk Assessment

# Hazard

Potential Outcomes (type of
harm caused and to whom)

Action/control measures to

13
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Hazards associated with the research work
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Risk Assessment Sign-On Sheet

Sign-on Sheet to acknowledge understanding of Risk Assessment:

Names and Signatures of other workers/researchers/PG/UG students

All those undertaking the activity described must sign to agree that they understand the hazards and risks.

Information on existing

, health or disabilities Source of health . )
Print name . . . Signature:
sent to trip leader and vaccine advice
(yes/no)

Date

[Insert further rows as required by clicking outside the table to the right and then pressing the Return key]
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